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Williams, Ben Ames Owen Ernie Vought, fellow miner, and Moses Evans, 
Houghton, Aug. 28, 1950. 628p. $3.75. mine-owner and their landlord. 

a 


Owen’s first interest the miners’ cause was awakened 
his father’s recitation the constitution the 
Knights Labor, and substituted that for Custer’s 
Last Fight, which had been assigned speak the 
closing exercises his school. And against his mother’s 
pleas, decided that wanted miner, like 
his Da’, order able help the miners win 
their fight for better conditions work, and more 
equable pay. had been doing odd jobs the office 
the Journal, and had learned operate the press, 
the folding machine, and set type; but there not 
steady work here. period depression eats the slim 
savings the Glens, and Owen quits school take 
tools miner. attends meetings the local 
with his father; and even makes speech before 
quite fourteen. His interest and his influence with the 
miners the county grows does. becomes 
officer his mine-local; delegate the sub-district 
convention; organizer; and, after enlistment 
the army during the Spanish-American War from 


recreate ten years the life coal-mining county 
southern Ohio, telling the story the struggles 
true the United Mine Workers achieve unity crucial 
period fluctuating national economy, reflecting the 
Cosmif emergence new and larger national political con- 
Out challenging task for author set 
himself to. That author Williams has succeeded, com- 
petently and with some measure brilliance, accom- 
plishing this task due, undoubtedly, the skill 
has developed his ten previous novels and hundreds 
short stories; but less his interest what 

considers the critical decade American history which 
read formed the future which are now living, and his 
interest people all conditions, his sympathy with 
cine, them and his appreciative understanding human 
and finenesses. his central character, young 
Owen Glen, does not quite come life these pages, 
not because lacks the dimensions necessary for 
National government began grow beyond local Owen his affection for Jane Lloyd; 
limitations, and working men began realize that Nellie herself from marrying Nellie Tutson, 


Dr. must expand beyond the local units finally realizes that has always loved Marged 
keep pace with the expansion the national economy. Williams. marries her after his mother has died 
cancer and his father has lost both his feet mine 
Owen Glen was the son miner Welsh extrac- just before the end the century, where this 
tion who had early joined the secret Knights Labor, ends. 
had been blacklisted for his efforts enlist other miners 
that union, and had, for that reason, never been 
that able earn enough from his labors over long enough 
period save against hard times, times when disease CONTENTS 
would claim three his children, times when the 


price paid per ton for coal would dip below the level 
necessary for subsistence, times when strikes would wipe 
out even comfortable savings and would plunge into Floodtide Yerby, Frank 
hokes debt man who had not been able save. was Reprisal (Ia) Gordon, Arthur 
lad good intelligence who, his mother hoped, would Betty 
which was also boy who grew faster than his years, and The Thousand Deaths Gerald 
Index who the age thirteen was almost six feet tall and Men Buckskin (IIb) Stover, Herbert 

the community, notably Marged Williams, who was Here Comes Candle Brown, Fredric 
teaching school, “BB” Beecham, editor the Har- Lancelot Biggs: Spaceman (1) Bond, Nelson 
Journal, the Republican newspaper, Eben Hunt With the Hounds (Ila) Eberhart, Mignon 


Episode the Knife (Ila) Rinehart, Mary 


Howell, one the mine foremen; Mrs. Paxley, 


wife, and Nellie Tutson, and Jane Lloyd; 


Williams Cronin Yerby 


Mr. Williams has used the Hardiston Journal’s report 
“additional items local interest”, columns news 
about local happenings, kind Greek chorus, and 
much the fashion that Dos Passos and other modern 
novelists have used similar devices speed the action 
and give depth the background his story, clear 
off characters longer needed, interweave themes 
parallel significance. happily integrated device 
this novel; for one the principal figures the 
account Hardiston, 1890-1899, newspaper editor; 
and the newspaper offices are frequently the scene 
action. What the reader will appreciate, much 
the well-told story, the absense any lubricity 
vulgarity even the talk the people portrayed. And 
the overall atmosphere created the author’s evi- 
dently sound moral sense makes this novel suitable for 
all readers, and recommendable all. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 
* * 


Cronin, The Spanish Gardener 
Little, Brown. Aug. 29, 1950. 263p. $3.00. 

Dr. Cronin’s latest book, previously serialized Collier’s 
The Prisoner, rather thin narrative that depends 
for its effect chiefly emotionally intense characteriza- 
tion. concerns the liberation ten-year-old boy 
from the dominating devotion neurotic father’s 
possessive love, morbid jealousy, and smugly snobbish 
pride. 

Harrington Brande veteran many years the 
United States consular service. His colossal egoism and 
stiff-backed righteousness have already brought estrange- 
ment from his wife, and thereafter all his affection has 
been dotingly lavished his son Nicholas, who lives 
shielded life semi-invalidism under the father’s 
fussy eye. Assignment the small Spanish town 
San Jorge seems first promise peaceful leisure that 
will enable Brande finish his biography 
branche, Nicholas recover his health, and both 
relax the companionship paternally built upon ex- 
clusion the outside world. 


This ivory tower, however, unexpectedly breached 
José, young native gardener gently lovable disposi- 
tion from whom Nicholas learns some the simple 
pleasures normal boyhood. the boys work, 
play, and fishing together, strong bond affection 
grows between them; and the companionship both re- 
stores Nicholas health and joyfully enriches his life. 
But the father jealously resents this intrusion and con- 
spires against it. confirmed his hatred the 
machinations and bad advice Iago-like butler and 
incompetent psychiatrist. The former concocts 
charge theft against José, and the latter brands the 
boys’ relationship homosexual. 
quently insane antagonism eventually brings about im- 
prisonment and accidental death for José, but even 
when his stupid and consuming egoism has thus been 
grossly exposed fails learn the lesson humility 
and charity. makes vain attempts recapture 
Nicholas into complete dependence his affection, 
but the boy, broken heart but liberated spirit 
these harrowing experiences, prefers return 
America. 


Best 


Several good characterizations, with finely drawn 
strengthen the somewhat implausible and 
The stiff, snobbish mediocrity Brande 
tively done; the open frankness José, sensitive 
Nicholas, and criminal villainy Garcia all 
the reading responses that Dr. Cronin wants. 
all seems the most human and sympathetic, 
renaming the novel openly recognizes. Though 
book lacks the scope and substance Dr. 
best novels, none the less shows him 
craftsman. Only the allusions 
vent its being recommended for general reading. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Yerby, Frank 

Dial. Aug. 22, 1950. 342p. $3.00. 
Ross Pary was born Natchez-under-the-Hill, 
above the cut throat rivermen and brawlers 
neighborhood but many cuts below the Southern aris 
tocracy, represented the inhabitants 
on-the-hill just few blocks away, which aspired 
belong. fortunate investment lumber mil 
enabled him spend five six years Europe wher 
became accomplished architect and musician, 
where his natural handsomeness was supplemented 
the acquired and highly polished manners 
man. Then 1850 returned Natchez begin 
his sealing the heights. proved easy—com 
missions build such houses Finiterre 
planter, Lance Britanny, enabled him purchase 
abandoned plantation, loans from friends enabled him 
purchase slaves, fortunate cotton crops soon ensured 
his security and hear little more about 
financial for the rest the story. 


Lance Brittany proved Ross’ best friend and the 
greatest single factor gaining acceptance for him into 
Natchez society. But Morgan Brittany, Lance’s 
was Ross’ chief problem. fact the whole story 
volves about Ross’ inability resist Morgan’s 
while attempting marry Conchita Izquierdo, 
blonde Cuban rebel. Morgan pictured the 
unalloyed and unfathomable feminine evil but 
nothing more than ordinary disciple Count 
Sade. Conchita pictured good woman but 
nothing more than lusty wench who conceives 
passion for Ross. the course his fluttering from 
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HEADLINERS 


Book and Classification Author and Review 


The Cardinal (Ila) Robinson Apr. 
World Enough and Time (IIb) Warren July 
Jubilee Trail (IIb) Bristow Feb. 
The Legacy (Ila) Shute June 
The Wall (Ila) Hersey Mar. 
White Witch Doctor (Ila) Stinetorf Aug. 
Too Little Love (Ila) June 
Star Money Winsor Apr. 
The Egyptian (IIb) Waltari Sept. 
Homeward Borne Chatterton May 
Roosevelt Retrospect (Ila) Gunther June 
Little Princesses (I) Crawford Aug. 
The Mature Mind Overstreet 


John Adams and the American Bowen June 
Revolution (Ila) 
Worlds Collision (IV) Velikovsky Aug. 


one the other Ross caught the backwaters 
Cuban revolution, sees his brother killed duel over 
Morgan, marries Conchita only lose her, sets the 
stage for Morgans’ death, fights public opinion free 
his slaves 1860, marries Cathy Linton only leave 
her when decides live the North. The story 
ends with news that Conchita still alive 
sumably about united with Ross live happily 
ever after. 


The story but partially conceived, awkwardly han- 
dled and never realized. Mostly drivel about sex, 
food, clothing, manners and more sex. far moral- 
ity concerned purely naturalistic and completely 
objectionable; the Catholic position (naturally Con- 
chita Catholic) sin and marriage completely 
misinterpreted page 236. The entertainment value 
the book nil. There seems reason recom- 
mend suitable for any class reader. 


LITERARY GUILD—SEPTEMBER SELECTION 


Gordon, Arthur Reprisal 
Simon Schuster. Aug. 21, 1950. 310p. $3.00. 

The Literary Guild selection for September sure 
“best seller” and deservedly so; for Reprisal 
absorbing and exciting first novel that shows little 
any evidence being first. The problem racial 
relations the Southern States the basic theme 
the novel; but this not “problem novel”. Reprisal 
well-plotted story; besides that en- 
deavors, with more success than most fiction concerned 
with this basic theme achieves, preserve dispas- 
objectivity, present all angles the situation, 
impartially and sympathetically one can 
fiction; fact, Mr. Gordon almost succeeds epito- 
mizing the entire conflict emotions attitudes 
within the limits his area action Georgia 
town calls Hainesville. 


hulking and brutish white farmer named Bubber 
Aycock and mulatto trollop the neighborhood are 
the cause everything. drunken quarrel, negro 
named Buckeye Miller had stabbed white 
farmer named Dillinger. Buckeye was sent jail; but 
Bubber Aycock prevailed upon his father, Lester, 
hail Buckeye out needed hand for the harvest. 
Bubber suspected Buckeye fooling around with 


Gordon 


Geneva, the “yellow-skinned gal” had marked out 
for himself. Lester took Buckeye’s wife and her brother, 
Jason, with him when went into Hainesville get 
Buckeye from the Mrs. Miller’s sister, Lydia, 
decided spend few days with her sister while her 
school-teacher husband, Nathan Hamilton, was away 
from car waylaid swampy woods 
near bridge over creek, and the four negroes are 
killed mob led Bubber. Almost everyone 


Hainesville could guess with reasonable accuracy 


the names the murderous mob; but one dared 
make open accusation. Fear and sense guilt were 
building tension the town and among the farms 
the countryside. year later, Bubber his 
brother Neal and humpback, Dilsy Shoup, are 
brought trial for beating negro boy who had 
told Bubber and his henchmen preparing 
their guns that night year before when the four 
murders were done. Although Bubber openly admits 
that beat the youngster, the jury acquits the obvi- 
ously guilty defendants. But now, the names three 
the murderers are known, and Nathan Hamilton 
leaves his work and his home Harlem return 
revenge. Although both Negro and white mem- 
bers the community try dissuade him, Nathan 
insists carrying out his plans. kills Neal the 
scene the murders, then waylays Bubber the place 
keeps his trysts with Geneva. But Bubber survives 
the stabbing and succeeds breaking Nathan’s arm. 
spite attempts smuggle Nathan out the 
aroused town, eventually cornered and kills him- 
self, not knowing that his desperate efforts have pre- 
cipitated complete accusation, naming names, made 
Bubber’s neglected and long-suffering wife the 
well the local police. 


Involved this situation are minister’s daughter, 
Unity Cantrell, who working reporter the 
town newspaper; Shep Townsend, wealthy young lum- 
herman who love with Unity; writer for in- 
fluential New York magazine; able and sincere leader 
the Negro population and its undertaker, Yancey 
Brown; the honest judge, Miles Winter, who was help- 
less before the obstinate prejudices and fears the 
jury; and number other credible and varied char- 
who bring the town and its conflicting emotions 
life. 


The further digs into the complex story, Melady, 
the New York feature-writer, wonders “if writing about 
now won’t just harden the crust prejudice and 
violence”. His first stories were full his own prejudice 
and ignorance the multiple ramifications the situ- 
ation. Sunday dinner her home which 
Unity invites representatives the opposing views, 
Judge Winter asked recommend 
“Trying balance the ethics the situation with the 
realities involved certainly isn’t easy,” begins. Then 
recommends five steps, some which aware 
will not please any the more impatient: first, re- 
tain segregation until breaks down its own accord 
fifty hundred two hundred years; second, 
federal assistance giving the Negroes equality 
education; third, see that they got justice 
under the law, using Federal guarantees necessary. 
some cases have by-pass the jury system. 


” 


There would considerable uproar 


Fourth, safeguard the Negroes’ right vote! and fifth, 
use all available media—schools, churches, newspapers, 
radio stations, women’s clubs, everything, stress the 
advisability these changes from the purely selfish 
standpoint the white people’s self-interest. The 
Judge, obviously, makes good deal sense 
But Unity’s Aunt Guley offers 
simpler solution: could always assimilate them, 
darker than they are now. But most the young 
people spend hours sitting the sun anyway, trying 
get And she, too, makes good sense. 


But Mr. Gordon’s credit, this author satisfied 
present all the attitudes, least brief; and let the 
reader judge for himself which the just and reason- 
able one. Quite obviously, the author himself has 
deep interest and understanding the situation; and 
his sympathies are inevitably the side right and 
reason. That handles explosive story with skill 
narrator and restraint observer makes this 
better than average novel which should prove better 
than average fiction fare for adult readers. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


MacDonald, Betty Anybody Can Anything 
Lippincott. Aug. 23, 1950. 256p. $2.75. 

Knee-deep eggs the Depression, Betty MacDonald, 
nee Bard, can find material for the amusement 
readers the awkwardness her own situation. The 
author The Egg and brings the reader date 
her personal history her latest volume, and the 
story, after long glance back her childhood, 
account the economic struggle waged the Bard 
family Seattle during the difficult days the 


Although the author the central figure 
chronicle, the reader quickly discovers that the more 
commanding presence that Mary, Betty’s elder 
sister and the entrepreneuse the Bard 
ing the family’s early days Butte, Montana, Mary 
displayed talent for persuading the reluctant younger 
children engage madcap schemes her devising, 
and when the Depression struck, she rallied and 
directed the Bards with the skill resourceful gen- 
eral restoring sagging battle line. Mary seemed 
regard the Depression personal affront and chal- 
lenge, and singlehandedly she found employment for 
all the employable Bards and few neighbors. 
bland assurance that “anybody can Mary 
sent the ill-prepared Betty into stenographic work 
the offices mining firms, lumber interests, advertising 
bureaux and series federal administrative agencies. 
Most the positions were temporary, and some were 
illusory, like younger sister Dede’s engagement 
blues-singer. the end, Mrs. Bard had been unex- 
pectedly launched the successful writer radio 
serial, “Schuyler and Betty, directed 
offhand moment produce book for 
representative, had story her experiences 
young wife chicken farm with result all 
America knows. 


Betty MacDonald has sure instinct for the unex- 
pected, the humorous and the bizarre. She has some- 


MacDonald Minocci 


SELLER 


thing more. The eerie chapter her encounter 
psychopathic Dorita Hess indicates ability 
ing atmosphere which she seldom employs, but 
Meanwhile, the author has provided another 
piece light literature, her usual vein. 

Dennis McCarthy, O.P., 

Chairman, Department English 

Providence College, 

Providence, Rhode Island 


Minocci, Harriet Palmer 
Protocol and the 
Dutton. Aug. 14, i950. 255p. $3.00. 


Harriet Palmer worked the Italian desk the Stat 
Department; Tony Minocci was assigned the 
formation Program which the radio transmissions 
the Voice America are part. They met while pre 
paring for the first post-war visit the United State 
Italy’s prime-minister, Alcide Gasperi. With 
mutual enthusiasm for their work, and with othe 
mutual enthusiasm, they decided pool their 
and their ambitions. One the first problems the 
had cope with after they were married was 
housing. Apartments and around Washington wer 
few and high-priced. Tony liked farm; and Harrie 
wanted have the feel space about her. 
much searching through the adjacent counties Vir 
ginia and Maryland, they chose one with 
acres ground and ugly but serviceable 
several out-buildings and few dozen als 
had, the terms under which they bought it, larg 
mortgage. The chickens were rather dignified 
dull-looking; Harriet thought they looked for all the 
world like assembly dowager matrons. 
named the chickens, collectively, the Peabodies. Even 
tually the Peabodies were joined assortment 
other animals, including three goats, dog, some ban 
tams, couple guinea-fowl. And eventually, the 
Minoccis had baby. 

course, there were many difficulties besetting 
young people who continued work for the Stat 
Department while they tried build their farm 
meet their bills, improve their house. Somewher 
along the course their financial history, Harriet 
clared that she would write book about themselve 
and pay off the mortgage with the proceeds. That 
starry-eyed innocent’s idea; but here 
Whether pays off any large bills will remain 
seen. 

The account many frustrations and minor adver 
tures, moments triumph and achievement bal 
anced precariously against struggles with weather, dis 
tance, duties, delays interesting enough 
leisurely reader; but the book most valuable for the 
illumination throws upon the official lives young 
people who are earnest about their work “in 
ment”. Mrs. Minocci bemoans the apparent inability 
the State Department inform the American 
people about the work does, its scope and aims. She 
expresses the wish that public relations section 
established bridge the gap between the public 
vote and pay taxes and the people the State 
ment. She suggests even radio program, “The Excit 


ing Adven 
sane 
provide 
the tit 
can easily 
radio, and 
cues, 
workers 
them 
nice fellow 
their heads 


Doubleday. 

Few priest: 
Father Johr 
versity. 
also realizes 
the cost 
often 
others than 
cal reasons. 
converts 
publish the 
this 
its 
The 
told the 
Day, Edwa 
David Gold 
Merton, anc 
Holl 


Russia 


This book 
light, too 
open nev 
the 
those who 
meaning 
lay Catholi 
their person 
Church. 
the 
sho 
thought. 

mony the 
they 
St. 
conver 
have 
powe 


4 
i 
oe 
os 
: 
a 


SELLER 


ter with| 


Stat: 


the 
pre 
State 
With 

other 
that 
Harriet 
After 
Vir 
hundred 
als 

all the 

Ever 
ment 
the 


State 
farm, 
rriet 


her, dis 

for the 


inability 
She 
ction 
whe 


ing Adventures Bill the Bureaucrat”. sound and 
suggestion. And quite possibly this book may 
provide the basis for radio series, which might well 
yse the title the book: Protocol and the Peabodies 
can easily adapted for dramatic presentation via 
radio, and will, wisely follows Mrs. Minocci’s 
cues, explain the State Department and government 
workers generally their fellow citizens. And 
fnd them this book, Tony and Harriet are pretty 
nice fellow citizens. They think with their hearts and 
their heads. 

Richard Conlon, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 


John Where Found Christ 
Doubleday. Aug. 17, 1950. $2.50. 

priests the United States are laboring more 
for the conversion non-Catholics than 
John O’Brien the faculty Notre Dame Uni- 
versity. His own writings reveal his skill marshalling 
aguments for the earnest seeker the truth. But 
realizes that the example men and women, who 
the cost great sacrifices have embraced Catholi- 
often exercises more decisive influence upon 
others than the most cogent philosophical theologi- 
cal reasons. And therefore decided have living 
converts explain why they entered the Church, and 
their brief autobiographies book-form. But 
this single volume, appropriately entitled The Road 
Damascus, did not suffice, and has now issued 
its supplement sequel, Where Found Christ. 

The intimate personal stories fourteen converts are 
the present work. Eleven them are Ameri- 
cans: Elizabeth Adams, Katherine Burton, Dorothy 
Day, Edward Dodson, Avery Dulles, Dale Francis, 
David Goldstein, Lucille Halsey, Duane Hunt, Thomas 
Merton, and Daniel Sargent. Two are English: Chris- 
wpher Hollis, and Jocelyn Toynbee. One native 
Russia and now lives France, Raissa Maritain. 


This book highly recommended. Its importance for 
non-Catholics, who are groping for the 
light, too obvious for comment. priests will 
new avenues approach for winning over the 
kws, the members various Protestant sects, and 
those who have become hopelessly confused about the 
meaning life result purely secular education. 
lay Catholic readers will begin realize more clearly 
their personal obligations toward those outside the 
Church. They will find this book many instances 
inwhich the decisive factor conversion was the good 
shown Catholic roommate fellow-em- 
And finally the story these fourteen con- 
convincing refutation the centuries-old 
that the Catholic Church shackles liberty 
Each these writers offers eloquent testi- 
mony the sense freedom that they have felt ever 
ince they abjured their heresy unbelief. fact, 
St. Paul, St. Augustine, Newman, Chesterton and 
ther converts, many them since embracing Catholi- 
have attained the full maturity their intel- 
powers. 


Rev. Stephen McKenna, 
St. Clement’s Mission House, 
Ephrata, Lancaster County, Pa. 


Kersh, Gerald The Thousand Deaths Mr. Small 
Doubleday. Aug. 24, 1950. 370p. $3.50. 


The necrotic versatility Mr. Small actually series 
emotional crises neurosis-ridden hero brooding 
his past mistakes, present misfortunes, and future 
hopelessness. Charles Small desired ever had 
could happen,” and twenty-eight chapters frenzied 
exploration his warped history try explain why 


so. They fail make real even sympathetic 


man who screams crazed fear and foams pink the 
mouth when merely looks kreplach, Jewish 
version ravioli; who hates his “sloppy, floppy poultice 
wife” and during marital relations substitutes 
cinema queen Lya Putti from his mental harem; 
and who wishes his “‘couple brats had been 
syringed away limbo”. The failure, however, due 
reluctance Kersh’s part pursue the vagaries 
diseased mind into any abnormality, obstetrical, 
cloacal, otherwise. 


Charles Small because his ancestry and rearing, 
family life symbolized the female African scorpions 
“that eat their husbands even the act copulation”. 
His father, Israel Schmolowitz, came London from 
Cracow_and married scorpion named Millie Moss. 
She and her family changed his name and occupation, 
and gradually beat him into henpecked thraldom that 
their children seek avoid. Daughter Priscilla’s revolt 
against the family pattern early, complete, and per- 
sistent. After intractable girlhood, eighteen she 
runs away with American millionaire live pros- 
perous prostitution; perhaps are understand that 
she learned her lesson early enough find happiness. 
Charles learns his too late. loves Ivy Narwall, but 
their families disapprove. Ivy loathingly but duti- 
fully marries Jack Squire while Charles maternally 
matched with well-dowried, devoted, 
Hettie. Both marriages are failures, but Jack’s death 
soon liberates Ivy whereas Charles doomed in- 
cessant and torturous regret over what might have been. 
When chance brings Ivy again into his life, plans 
reject his family and flee with her; but then Ivy 
who chained family, and out sense duty 
her daughter she refuses. despairful conclusion 
Charles seeks the brooding solitude his bedroom, 
resenting the intrusion his children’s noise with the 
threat “go downstairs and beat the bejesus out 
them with rolled-up copy Child Psychology”. 


contrast emphasize Charles’ irresolute self-pity, 
the career his father’s only friend, Solly Schwartz, 
related the background. Solly’s hunchback body 
combines untiring energy, scurrilous tongue, ruthless 
expediency, and absolute genius for business. These 
qualities bring him wealth and power without Charles’ 
handicap family (though once remotely samples 
the experience visiting strumpet’s room, learns 
thereby the secrets feminine toilette, and promptly 
turns the knowledge into new fortune the cosmetic 
trade). Perhaps the difference between the two, how- 
ever less marked than seems; many ways Solly 
the coarse, outward demonstration the thinking 
and wishing Charles that are less vulgar and 
vicious for being inward. 


The story meant primarily study the revolt the 
individual against family patterns, revolt that achieves 


pe 


escape but leads only protest, thwarting confine- 
ment, and the pervading brutality already suggested 
superficial sample. Occasional satire and humor fail 
either relieve the bitter cynicism and coarseness 
cancel the finally false view the family destroyer 
rather than preserver the individual. The grossness 
ranges through such unpleasantness 
body odors, noises the toilet, placental miasma, and 
persistent predilection for scenes vomiting. For all 
the authentic dialogue and psychological data, the ex- 
aggeration never rises verisimilitude, universality, 
reading pleasure. repulsive rather than dangerous; 
and the occasional laugh, stylistic merit, sociological 
significance will dearly bought any reader’s time. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Stover, Herbert Men Buckskin 
Dodd, Mead. Aug. 14, 1950. 312p. $3.00. 


When the attack Canada failed early the War 
the American Revolution the British were left with 
chain posts stretching Niagara and Detroit from 
which they could send Indian and ranger raids into the 
scarcely protected flank and rear the patriot forces. 
true that Herkiner and others stopped St. Leger 
and his Indians more ambitious expedition 
Oriskany but Butler led his Rangers down the Wyo- 
ming Valley and dozen similar raids, all aimed 
disorganizing the American front Pennsylvania, New 
York and the Jerseys depriving them supplies and 
forcing the diversion men needed pin the British 
the seacoast. Few regular troops could spared 
protect the northern frontier—its defense was entirely 
the hands its inhabitants, men who had fought 
Indians for years, but few numbers, with but little 
organization and supplies save what they could pro- 
vide their own ingenuity. Men Buckskin tale 
the defense the Susquehanna River region men 
this type. 

Simon Braide, practiced woodsman and cartographer, 
with home the Loyalsock, small branch the 
Susquehanna, fell for the lures strumpet, and 
thought, married her. took Celine, against her 
will, his home where intended complete map 
for which had been commissioned Washington 
himself. But Celine cared only for brandy and money, 
turning Simon’s love hatred and vowing have 
revenge upon him for taking her the wilderness. 
One day Simon comes home find his house raided, 
wife and map gone under suspicious circumstances. 
From then everything goes wrong—his friends sus- 
pect him, wastes time going the British post 
Niagara seeking Celine and barely escapes with his 
life, draws maps for Knox and Washington who 
sends them Sullivan for his expedition into the 
Indian country where they turn out subtly wrong. 
short, some malevolently mysterious influence seems 
hanging over Simon and even condemned 


His friends help him escape and returns the 
Loyalsock but there broods and makes little effort 
co-operate with his friends who are trying clear 


Stover Suremelian 


Best SELLER 


him. Even John Wigton, his business partner 
daughter, Hope, Simon loves, has but little succes 
Finally, Simon cleared Sullivan, learns that 
British spy has been causing his misfortunes, 
further that had never been married Celine, 
the aid mounted patrol, which had 
with horses stolen from the Senecas, defeated 
Rangers and Indians, making the northern 
the Susquehanna valley safe from further 
The book interesting and, save for the 
prostitute and the condonation revenge, suit 
able for most readers. 


Suremelian, Leon 


Dutton. Aug. 1950. 313p. $3.00. 


puzzling title until the reader has read goodly num 
ber pages discover that indicates the 
road recovery. remarkable psychological story 
which Daniel Moore, student Hamilton College 
discovers that has tuberculosis. has been losing 
weight, further knows that his father has 
this dreadful sickness, tries convince Dr. 
his suspicions but avail. Finally the 
reveals the truth. 


Daniel Moore, hunted the question: 
culosis cured its advanced stage?” proceeds 
state sanatorium where learns the slow death 
some the patients, the vulgarity those 
spair, and the total lack peace. His first 
was cheered messages sympathy 
professors and schoolmates from Saint Augustine 
lege which once attended, Christmas box from 
the Catholic Action Club, and the visit his ward 
three young boy patients who had escaped from the 
children’s building. 


His sister, resident California, whose husband 
just been killed strafing mission near Manila Bay, 
makes arrangements have him transferred 
vate sanatorium California. Here meets fine 
group individuals, but his pessimism the darkes 
dye. Yet, his life changes, the cottage meets new 
individuals, has new hopes. meets girls, 
one with whom becomes infatuated, but who late 
dies. Gradually, feels and sees that there some 
hope, and eventually leaves the sanatorium. 


returns normal life but was too strenuous 
and soon returns this time again state 
torium. Again, exposed the same humiliations 
the same misery. This time, however, thing which 
mars the first part the book, the Negroes with 
fear the “ghost”, lacking. shadow comes 
his ward, the figure Christ, the One whom 
had avoided his youth, the One who now will 
him live. Soon after, discharged with 
tive bill health, and the conviction that man 
physically, morally and spiritually well. 


good introspective novel, yes, catholic 
philosophy and not the form catholicism eventually 


out. 
Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G. 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
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Calet, Henri Young Man Paris 


Translated from the French Jacques LeClerc. Dutton. 
Aug. 28, 1950. 256p. $3.00. 


Because some unfortunately exaggerated publicity, 
Paris all too frequently synonymous, the minds 
many Americans, with that gaudy bawdy little section, 
midway, through which the Boule- 
yard Montmartee bends meet the Rue Pigalle 
and the Rue Blanche; Bérgéres and Bal 
Tabarin are the landmarks for the tourist-on-a-spree; 
the caves des zazous the Left-bank Latin Quarter 
are mistaken mirroring the soul the city. 
shastly and erroneous concept Paris. You can find 
similar and worse places any large city, any city, 
anywhere you looking for that sort amusement. 
Paris not even the Rue Hachette multiplied 
twenty-four times one thousand, spite Elliott 
Paul’s romantic obsession with it. And unfortun- 
ate that once again the city must suffer from the im- 
accusation that this “young man” was_made 
what because lived Paris. The semi- 
autobiographer who gives himself the allegori- 
cal name Feuilleauvent, vent, leaf-in-the- 
wind; loose-leaf), certainly way typical the 
young men Paris. gives himself romantically 
background, boasts his many nondescript 
amours, hints years travel, and admits his deca- 
dence. waxes somewhat lyrical about Paris-in- 
the rather amateurish rhapsodizing student 
the third year the lycée. blunt, Calet’s book 
great shakes, spite the tolerant estimates 
from reviews Croix and Progrés 


Lyon. 


the credit side, however, are several sharply drawn 
and well-observed vignettes life post-war Paris, the 
queues for sausage, bread, milk, tomatoes; the excitable 
neighborhood crowd that gathers around the apprehen- 
sion young sneak-thief; the compassionate interest, 
short-lived though be, the death minor clerk 
the City Water Company; the impact the cinema 
the minds the petit-bourgeois; the cheap and 
traveling carnivals that are continually making 
the circuit the outer boulevards and banlieus; the 
discouragedly docile meeting neighborhood chapter 
the former prisoners-of-war. And rather gazeteer- 
ough, (or ward, you will), which the author lives. 
the XIVth arrondissement, that section Paris 
north the Boulevard Montparnasse, the east 
the Rue Sante and the Avenue Amiral, (includ- 
ing the Parc Montsouris), the south the Boule- 
vard Brune and Jourdan, and the west the tracks 
the Paris-Versailles railway. predominantly 
residential area, with block after 
block converted flats and dilapidated tenements, 
and not particularly attractive the visitor 
from abroad. But inhabited people Paris 
who work diligently gray buildings and ride the 
Metro and fro, who worry about the price food 
and shoes, the cost gas and water and the rent. 
They are like people everywhere, with the one excep- 
tion that they share the vitality and independent spirit 


Calet Brown Bond 


that seems the natural consequence living 
the climate and the air Paris. 


Perhaps someone, someday, may write book that 
honestly and accurately describes Paris, not through 
the names its streets and monuments, but through 
the people who have made one the most genial 
cities Europe, the world. And that book will not 
predominantly pagan its viewpoint this 


this young man Paris. For, you will have 


admit, the impression Calet gives that this 
view Paris from the heel. 
Grady, 


University Scranton 


Brown, Fredric Here Comes Candle 
Dutton. Aug. 1950. 256p. $2.75. 


“Here comes candle light you bed, 
And here comes chopper chop off your head.” 


The sinister implications the traditional nursery 
rhyme had begun haunt Joe Bailey even three- 
year-old, turning his dreams into lurid nightmares. 
When was fifteen his mother finally took him 
The doctor had kind, logical manner 
routing the old horrors, and for while after that 
visit felt relatively free. 

another four years—it was 1948 now—the childish 
phobia had receded before new interest. Joe was 
learning how make living the easy way—and doing 
pretty well for punk his age. He’d quit high school 
work for operator named Mitch the Milwaukee 
numbers racket. Then the heat went on, and was 
out job. Only temporarily though, Mitch ex- 
plained it, waiting for something big hatch. 


That August Joe met two girls: Ellie Dravich, sweet 
kid from his own rooming house, and blonde eyeful 
called Francine, who happened Mitch’s No. 
property. From there on, suspected, the future 
might increasingly complicated, because wanted 
both them. And wrestled with his conscience 
—respectability versus quick money—the deep-seated 
hysteria returned bedevil his mind. 

Mr. Brown does quite bit stunting order 
assure his psychological shocker the macabre denoue- 
ment predicted the first page. The symbolical de- 
vice writing several chapters radio script style— 
thus producing aura analysis and unreality—sug- 
gests some extent Joe’s inevitable crack-up, but 
most readers the climax will still unexpected. 


The author obviously experienced hand putting 
story together; however, his subject matter, from com- 
munism cancer, slants the morbid. The tough- 
guy atmosphere gangsterism and condoned amorality 
restricts the book the mature thrill-seeker. 


Lois Slade, 
Dubuque, 
Bond, Nelson Lancelot Biggs: Spaceman 
Doubleday. Aug. 1950. 224p. $2.50. 


This appears collection stories, bound to- 
gether only thin thread continuity, the most 
remarkable exploits Lancelot Biggs, first officer 


the spaceship, Saturn. Biggs bumbling, stumbling 
genius, lanky appearance, able get the Saturn 
and her commander, the choleric Captain Hanson, into 
all sorts difficulties and then get them out again 
the use some scientific gadget principle which 
just exactly fills the bill. The Saturn only decrepit 
space freighter but, because new devices, dreamed 
Biggs, she becomes the trouble-shooting ship 
the system and adventure never lacking. Incident 
follows incident and always Biggs has sufficient science 
his fingertips solve the situation. Nothing bizarre 
the way science fiction, this book belongs the 
simpler interplanetary adventure type and seems suit- 
able for all readers. 


* 


Eberhart, Mignon Hunt With the Hounds 
Random House. July 10, 1950. 247p. $2.50. 


Given situation which man freed jury de- 
cision complicity his wife’s murder, and the 
woman the case the same jury’s instructions 
made the prime suspect, the author’s chief problem 
maneuver incidents that both Cupid and Justice 
may satisfied. costs Miss Eberhart the lives 
two more characters, and means surprising revela- 
tions about the private lives some others, but the 
last chapter she manages tie all her strings neatly 
and appease both blind gods. What may not 
quite clear her readers how small com- 
munity and among such intimate friends that much 
privacy could maintained for three years. 


Setting for the novel Virginia fox-hunting county. 
All the principal characters are devotees the 
sport, and the foxes’ trails cross and re-cross oftener 
than the actions these characters. There had 
been other kill the day Ernestine Duvall Bailey was 
murdered, Ruby Luddington observed. was just 
before the hunt dinner that Sue Poore talked things 
over with Jed Bailey, and was able later provide 
him with alibi, not dreaming that with Jed released 
she herself would become the hunted fox. Nor that 
Jed with typical southern chivalry would return the 
favor declaring had done the shooting after all. 
But was not until several hunts later, plus the addi- 
tional murders and attack Sue herself, that Cap- 
tain Wilkins could convinced she was not the killer. 


Readable, entertaining narrative, with clues cunningly 
obscured though honestly laid, this competent plot 
construction and fairly credible character motivation. 


Addicts will enjoy it. 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., 


Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Eberhart Rinehart 


Best SELLER 


Rinehart, Mary Roberts 
Episode the Wandering 
July 13, 1950. 284p. $2.50. 


Two novelettes and short story deal with the 
established people Mrs. Rinehart likes her characters 
be—people whose huge mansions provide front 
back stairs, foyers and galleries which 
may lurk clues hidden, people whose household 
staffs are large enough run interference for 
heroines. They are clean-mouthed crowd, save 
atmospheric bit mild profanity; the drinki ing 


Rinehart. 


usually restricted reviving glass brandy; 


killer apt one the lower classes; true 
course may bumpy the beginning but smooth 
out royal fashion before the final page reached. 


The Episode the Wandering Knife concerns leather. 
handled hunting knife used dispatch beautify! 
young woman, which her mother-in-law conceals from| 
the police the stair carpet where 
hidden. Two days later taken from her 
hiding place; returned strange young woman, 
hidden the foyer pool; taken off again, found 
drowned purse; finally comes rest 
the social secretary’s back. 


“The Man Who Hid His 
last year’s Saturday Evening Post readers 

breakable Alibi”. The new title better; 
Brent’s deductions still seem brilliant; but even after 
year’s reflection the reader wonders why the 
dered such big breakfast the first place, 
breakfast all. 


“The Secret” secret once put together 
tiful woman with bandaged arm, who formerly 
the Philippines, with daughter who has 
ably broken off her engagement and reads volume 
the Encyclopedia Britannica. 


will familiar 


“The 


America’s doyenne writers used queen 
the “had-I-but-known” school and the tendency 
crops out occasionally. Not above concealing clue, 
she has been known hold out the reader 
the not quite that long “The 
Man Who Hid His Breakfast” before the “one two 
infinitesimal which Inspector Brent picked 
from the murdered woman’s floor are guessed the 
reader, but they might just well have been described 
the first place. 


These tales will probably appeal more women 
than men. 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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Translated 
304p. 
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